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Clues sought in crash
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Little is known about why a Cess-
na 150 sputtered out of control and
crash landed in a Canton neighbor- : =
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it would be,” said one Mettetal pilot,
- who declined to be named. “I assume = SEa i Ro
it was headed back to Willow Run,
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then had engine trouble and decided s l% ; G

to come back here.”

Kahler, of Belleville, was listed in
good condition Wednesday at the /
University of Michigan Hospital
after being trapped in the passenger
seat of the Cessna’s cockpit. He suf-
fered from various burns, a severe

1]

leg injury and head injury.
The student pilot, Stinson, was Ford Ra. CfaSh s“e
listed in serious condition after suf- ‘=L i =t . |
fering from burns and internal Hier Pocaicc? S A

injuries. It is believed Stinson did

have prior flying experience as a F"ght patterns at Metteta' A'rport

hellmptgr pilot in the military, said 1, neighborhood where the Cessna 150 crashed Saturday evening is nearly one mile
Steve W1lson of the National Trans-  g51h of where the airplane was to turn east to line up with the runway at Canton-Ply-
portation Safety Board (NTSB). mouth Mettetal Airport. The troubled Cessna reportedly was heading north to south. Spec-

"A spokesman at A Different ulation is that the Cessna was returning to its home base at Willow Run Airport, experi-
Approach Flight School at Willow enced engine trouble and doubled back toward Mettetal. Mettetal is a “left hand traffic”
Run Airport said Stinson was a pri- airport with one runway. Flight patterns are recommended, but not regulated by the FAA
vate helicopter pilot. Kahler has DPecause the airport doesn't have a control tower. Suggested flight patterns avoid most
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Aftermath: Neighbors and public safety officers take in the damage after a Cessna
150 crash landed in front of a home on Avon Street Saturday. Residents played a
key role in rescuing the pilot and passenger.

Plane craSh from page Al

been a flight training instructor
for three years. \

Investigatops from the FAA
sifted through the wreckage this
week to determine a cause for
the crash. The findings will be
turned over to the NTSB, which
i1s expected to release a prelimi-
nary report in one week. It could
take more then six months
before a final report is made
public, said Wilson

Too populated?

Some residents and local offi-
cials have questioned whether
Canton has become too populat-
ed to house the state-owned Can-
ton-Plymouth Mettetal Airport.
The 1ssue first became controver-
sial in 1992 when the state
bought it, rescuing the airport
from financial trouble,

At the time, residents were
concerned about a future expan-
sion at Mettetal with state and
federal money backing it. A citi-
zens advisory committee was
formed to oversee the airport
operations and has met monthly
ever since. Chairman Mark Mer-
lanti declined comment regard-
ing the crash

“When the state bought it |
always said there was something
else there. Still to this day I
don't know what that is... Obvi-
ously, this is a sore subject for
me,” said Canton Township
Supervisor Tom Yack.

A week before Saturday’s air-
plane crash, Yack fired off a let-
ter to Gov. John Engler, several
state legislators and the state
aeronautics board with a news
clipping regarding a small Troy
airport being sold to a private
developer for an industrial site

Yack said the state claimed it

bought Mettetal, and planned to
buy others like it, because small
recreational airports were
becoming extinct. Why hadn’t it
saved the Troy airport? he asked
in the letter.

“I'm sending another letter,
but this time it will have a clip-
ping (about the crash) from the
front page of the Observer.”

Randy Collier of the state
Bureau of Aeronautics, a divi-
sion under the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation, did not
return phone calls from the
Observer. Collier is also liaison
to Mettetal Airport.

Canton attorney Bryan
Amann, a former Wayne County
commissioner, sat on a commit-
tee in 1990 to redesign airspace
for Detroit Metro and Willow
Run airports. The FAA Technical
Working Group looked at
airspace around Mettetal, but
only to ensure flight patterns
didn't interfere with Metro's, he
said.

Since Mettetal doesn’t have a
control tower, its flight patterns
aren't regulated by the FAA.
However, the airport suggests
traffic patterns to pilots

Ground radio operator
Pilots radio to Mettetal's Uni-
com desk for landing instruc-
tions. The ground radio operator
gives information on the runway
opening and weather conditions,
said a pilot at Mettetal
According to Mettetal pilots.
there are suggested flight pat-
terns that run north and south
along 1-275 and to the west of
Morten: Tavlor. To the east and
west the traffic runs along an
area south of Warren Road and
the other side of the city of Ply-

mouth due to a “noise abate-
ment.”

“There’s no legal basis for any
municipality to have any binding
regulation over (noise and flight
patterns). If the city of Plymouth
1s being avoided, it shouldn't be
receiving anything different than
any other area,” said Amann.

In 1997, Mettetal recorded
72,000 flight operations, accord-
ing to the 1998 Michigan Airport
Directory. Metro Airport had
496,000 operations and Willow
Run had 153,590. More compa-
rable to Mettetal, Grosse lle
Municipal Airport had 63,000
operations in 1997.

“There's always been safety
issues with residents living
around Mettetal. You can watch
the planes coming in over Joy
Road It's almost in a
kamikaze-type fashion. If a truck
comes through, it looks question-
able as to whether its going to
clear it,” said Amann.

Ironically, Larry and Ronnie
Sebuck looked at buying a new
home east of Lilley Road, near
Mettetal Airport, about 24 years
ago.

“We walked out of the first
model and saw a plane bunk to
the left. Then, we walked out of
the second model and saw the
same thing. We decided we did-
n't want to live there.” said
Larry.

Theyv decided to buy about one
mile down the road on Avon
Street where there was less air
traffic

On Saturday, the Sebucks’
worst fear became reality when a
Cessna 150 dropped from the
sky on their front lawn. The pro-
peller was 25 feet from their
front door



Witness: ‘T'm sure they #
(kids) heard his screams’

The only sign that a Cessna
150 crashed on the front lawn of
an Avon Street home in the Ford
Road and Lilley area is a slightly
tornup lawn, a burn mark on a
driveway and & missing mailbox
and post

However, the tragedy is etched
in many people’s memories and
likely won't be forgotten for some
time

“The thing that most concerns
me is how the neighbors are
going to handle the images that
they saw.” sa:d resident Bob
Loveland

“As things calm down, people
are going to realize some of
things they saw are real hard to
deal with. I'm concerned some of
them with have problems down
the road ”

Canton Public Safety Director
John Santomauro said police
and firefighters will meet with
residents 7 pm. Friday at Miller
Elementary School to review the
events of the night and answer
questions

“I think its therapeutic to have
the police come out and talk
about what happened.” he said.

Of course, police are not
trained health professionals,
Santomauro said He suggested
residents seek help through
their health care provider if they

are having difficulty sleeping or

coping

Most neighbors agreed that no
one slept the night of the crash
with the vivid events of the
tragedy fresh on their mind

“Just knowing everyone went
through the same helps.”
said Michelle Loveland. "If some-
one sees a neighbor outside, oth-
ers go out to talk about what
happened. 1 think that helps a
m -

Residents rushed to the burn-
ing plane with garden hoses and
fire éxtinguishers to douse the
flames. Several of the residents
with the help of police Officer
Andy Rurry, who was the first
officer to arrive at the scene,
pulled flight instructor Philip
Kahler, 26, from the passenger
seat of the cockpit

The student pilot, Malcom
Stinson, 43, was trapped inside
the cockpit and had to be res.
cued by Canton firefighters
using the Jaws of Life. Firefight-
ers Mike Caruso and Greg
Kowalski worked on Stinson for
several minutes to stabilize his
condition while the pilot lay on
the front lawn of Larry and Ron-
nie Sebuck’s Avon Street home.

“He was literally burned in the
cockpit. There were 5- to 10-
year-old kids standing just feet
away. I'm sure they saw this. I'm

sure t heard his screams.™
said B::{a-du&

“l1 know every time | lay down
I replay the course of events.
Those people were severely
injured. Some people brought
kids down there I'm worried
about some of the kids. When
you're a kid you think, ‘cool’ &r
‘wow,' then, later it wakes youw
up in the middie of the night I'm
sure a lot of them will be having
nightmares * . ;

Sebucks said it's the “ifa"
t keep them thinking about
the tragedy
“It was odd that we were both
home at that time on a Saturdey
night and even more odd that we
were both in the front of the-
house. | was upstairs in the bed-*
room .. (Larry) was in the front
room, right over here, using the
computer.”

The two-seat single-engine awr-
plane not only was stopped, but
spun by its wing to the left by”
the Sebuck’'s mail post. The
plane missed two parked cars in
their driveway and came to a
stop between a row of hedges on
the front lawn and a tree on the
other side of the sidewalk The
propeller was 25 feet away from

*I'd like to see some recogni-
tion given to that pilot. 1 firmly -
believe that when he saw he was
headed straight for our house, he
nosed down. " said Roanie.

“Thank you, God. That's all | -
got to say.” she added

CHI98LA131: 1d2 Canton Subdivision Plane Crash at Ford Road and Morton Taylor
https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev id=20001211X09824&key=1
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Another plane crashes foﬂloﬂmg Mettétal

By Tori Banas
statf writer Sem Reum attributed the crash

mnllyhmphuuludlumrmd ly west from the alfport on a pleasure  loss within seconds,” Hp*wuu l
propellor. Hebron estimated damage p when he took of! tried to select the most ble spot
a power fallure in the as under $500. g to land, one that wouldn't life fered facial cuts. His wife was hos-
Federal Aviation Administration plunlqlnu. He said the 17- plane, owned HE SAID HE notifed the first sign of or property. for three days with a broken
(FAA) officlals are Investigating the by his father, was last flown two days as he was about I,dldnlhlvemn !mmmny broken arm and cuts. Two Jaka
second case within a month of a plane | ACCORDING to Michigan State Po- before the crash. | the way the funway. back to the airport,” be added. chil were not injured
crashing almost immediately after lice, the Tail#ing WOL came down  Hebron, a quality control supervisor The “ quit] as be was about STATE POLICE said Monday's told FAA officials a fail-
leaving Mettetal Airport. about 400 feet from the airport's sole for Aero Marine Inc, a family-owned ml.t f the grohind, said state po-  crash was less severe than the crash rl p the plane’s propellor forced the
A 27-year-old Westland man was un- runway in a vacant field northeast of business, did not medical atten- . The' engine Hriefly started up June 19 of a single-enging Cessna just p down about a half mile north of
injured when the single-engine two- the Canton Township air- tion. He had X-rays a few hours  again as he circled back to the airport mnumeurpmtnmumdm
seater plane he 'u puouu came prmn&-ruuey-nuoyma unndtheyM nosign of injury,  and landell in a nearby open field.
down about 6 p.m. he said. | “I was planning t4 fly west and then f the four-member The FAA is continuing to investigate
In both ¢ ubuplloubhmdudm D-mn‘ewnmbor and limited pri- The Westland man said he planned to ' rome back when I fealized the power hmllyrldluhthephmmmhnd that crash.

Interesting note that businesses are deterred from establishing development in the area due to
the 1d2! This has been going on for years! Businesses do NOT want to be NEAR 1d2!

Roller rink plans
dropped after crash

A local developer has scrapped plans
to bulld a roller rink in Plymouth
Township — near the site of a plane
crash Mooday night.

Woody Lynth Plymouth developer
and owner of AkJ Construction Co,
sald feared “bad publicity” over his
business venture and a persumed pub-
lic “fear of flying” have caused him to
build his rink elsewhere.

Lynch was (o appear before the
Plymouth Township Planning Commis-
sion Wednesday for conditional use ap-
proval for the site near Mettetal Alr-
port. He sald Weneaday he had taken

Plymouth
car plates
available

License plates reading “Plymouth

Mishisan" ara availahle fram the

Ludington Daily News August 7, 1992

his * off the agenda” following
Monday's crash. (Related story on Page
1A).

He be planned to build a 28,500-
foot level roller rink on a five-
acre site off Joy Road unti] “that damn
thing cdree down at 5:55 p.m. Moonday.”

Lynch says be now plans to put the
rink on 4nother site in Canton Town-

mmummwu.«
Federal Aviation Administration ap-
proval for the Plymouth Township

ject.
"?'wum-»m-mm»
plication” sald Bob DeRoeck, an air-

port . “He had moved the loca-
tion of buudlunll wouldn't In-
terfere with the alr space.”

The bullding plans were altered so
that the development would
rest to rear of the five-acre site

rather than on its south-side, facing the

“I've never tried to do anything that
wasn't up to sauff,” sald Lynch, some-
what ttered. “I'm a gambler. And
I don't want to gamble against the pos-
sibllity of adverse conditions.”



Pilot avoids kids, dies in crash
5 die in state-connected plane crashes

i
By The Assoclated Press -

At least five people with Michigan
connections have died in small-plane
accidents this week, including one
man killed when he apparently
maneuvered his falling plane away
from a group of children, officials
said.

In Jackson County's Summit
Township, the single-engine plane
crashed in a side yard between two
houses about 6 p.m. Thursday, killing
the pilot, a Jackson County dispatcher
said. :

The victim was identified as Samuel
E. Gorzen, 57, of Jackson.

“There were kids playing in the
yard, in a side street and across the
street. I kind of think he knew and
was trying to find a safer place to get
it down. He went where there were no
kids,” said Leonard Coleman, who
lives across the street from where the
plane crashed.

The wreckage of another small
plane and the bodies of the three
people aboard were discovered
Thursday in a wooded, swampy area
near the airport in Grayling after a 20,
hour search.

Pilot Bob Shirley, 68, of Livonia

@ was taking passengers Tamara Behiry,

30, and her son, Brenton, 2 1-2, of
Plymouth to visit relatives in
Manistique on Saturday night, said
Maj. Kay McLaughlin of the Civil Air
Patrol’s Lansing office.

The pilot left from Mettetal Airport
in Plymouth and planned to refuel in
Pellston, but the Cessna 172 never
reached that stop, she said.

When the trio didn't return as
scheduled Wednesday, relatives
reported them missing.

The plane crashed in an area
inaccessible by foot, McLaughlin said..

Near Oxley, Ark., on Wednesday, a
Michigan pilot was killed when his
single-engine plane crashed and
bumed in heavy fog Wednesday.

Dustin Ordway, 69, had residences
in Old Mission, Mich., and in
Conway, Ark., officials said. His body
was discovered Thursday.

The crash happened at Brunner
Mountain near Oxley in Searcy
County.

In Oakland County about 2 p.m.
Thursday near Pontiac, 32-year-old
Phillip Wadsworth of Oakland
County's Waterford Township flew
his twin-engine eight-seater into the
middle of Pontiac Lake.

A few hundred yards away,

schoolchildren were swimming and
sunbathing on the lake's beach.

The Beechcraft King Air developed
engine problems on its way to

_Oakland-Pontiac Airport.

“He did a great job putting the
plane in the lake,” said Whitc Lake

. Township Police Chicf Ronald

Stephens. ““Think what could have
happened if he had crashed on the
shore."

After crashing into the lake,
Wadsworth, the sole occupant,
climbed onto the plane’s wing.
Boaters pulled the plane within 30 feet
of the beach, and Wadsworth jumped
from the wing and swam ashore.

Near Lansing Thursday, a Toledo
man trying to make an emergency

landing at Davis Airport skidded past

the sod runway, hit an embankment,
flipped over Chandler Road, landed
on a guard rail and then slid upside
down into a ditch. :

The 67-year-old pilot walked to the
road and waited for help. The man,
whose identity was not immediately
released, suffered cuts and bruises in
the mishap.

““This was a very fortunate man,”
DeWitt Township Police Officer Mark
Lott said. **He went for quite aride.”



The Argus-Press, Owosso, Michigan, December 5, 1973
Wayne Man
Injured in

I’lane Crash

WAYNE, Mich. (AP} — A
Wayne County man was injured
today when the twin-engine car-
go plane he was piloting
crashed in an open field west of
nearby Mettetal Airport

Wayne County sheriff's depu-
ties said Dale Karnes. 27, of
Van Buren Township. was in
fair condition after officers re-
moved him from his plane,
where he was pinned in for
nearly 20 minutes.

Officials said the plane ap-
parently ran out of gas.

e — —
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7 Injured When Plane

Crashes Into Supermarket

‘Observer Staff Roundup

Seven persons were injured, but miraculously
none was killed, when a twin eéngine plane crashed
into the roof of the Farmer Jack supermarket
Tuesday night in downtown Farmington.

A possible disaster was averted when police

worked quickly to prevent the possibility of a fire -

from starting which could have set off a series of
explosions and damaged surrounding buildings
and persons. X

Fortunately, few were in the supermarket
when the plane crashed into the bread department
near the front of the store located on Farmington
Road just south of Grand Rier.

Injured were: a customer, two :teenaged

employes, and four passengers in the plane.
Those injured were: Mike Markovich, 30, of
Southfield; Bernard

29285 Point of Woeds,

PHOTOGRAPHER NICK MERRICK
climbed atop the roof to take this picture of fire-
men checking the wrecked plane for gasoline

PHOTOGRAPHER RALPH EVERT was on
the spot in the right place when a huge crane

Sloane, 24, of 10127 Eckles, Plymouth; Donald
J. Vassel, of 32956 St. Martins, Livonia; David
Dalpina, of 36632 Richland, Livonia; Carl
Roberts, 29, of 22508 Longacre, Farmington;
Frank Staron, 16, of 28492 Shady Lane, Far-
mington; and Mark Yegerlawer, 17, of 34012
Moore Drive, Farmington.
Riding in the plane were: Markovich,
Sloane, Vassel and Dalpina. Roberts was
shopping in the store and Staron and
Yegerlawer are Farmer Jack employes, believed
to be stock boys.

Four persons taken to emergency at Botsford
General Hospital in Farmington included two
passengers, one employe and Roberts.

THE OTHER three injured were taken to
emergency at St. Mary Hospital in Livonia.

leaks. This shows how the twin-engine plane
dove into the supermarket but was still some
four feet above the store floor.

from a Southfield firm arrived to pull the plane
out of the supermarket.

Lieut. Daniel Byrnes, acting public safety
director, City of Farmington, described the in-
juries two hours after the incident as being limited
and apparently not critical.

It was anticipated all the victims would live.

“The danger of fire and explosion was a real
one,” adds Byrnes, “because aviation foel had
spilled all over the store floor.”

Ambulances evacuated the injured and
firefighters from the city, and Farmington
Township, moved quickly to keep the fuel from
igniting.

The biggest immediate problem, after
removal of vietims, was handling the large crowd
that assembled and in controlling traffic.

The area surrounding the store was roped off.

THE CRASH occurred at 7:22 p.m. and was
witnessed by Sgt. Richard Miller, director of the
city's traffic safety division. Miller said he saw
the plane coming down and heard its engines
sputtering on and off.

“The plane went into a tailspin and crashed
nose first,” Miller stated, adding that *it was
flying from the southwest.”

Another witness reports having seen the twin-
engine Beech-Craft Baron flying at a low altitude
over Novi, leading to speculation that the aireraft
had departed from Mettetal airport at Lilly and
Joy Roads in Plymouth.

Don McGregor, a resident in Bel-Aire sub-
division in the city, about a mile from the
supermarket, reports seeing the plane flylng low
and dropping.

A strange sidelight to the incident was that
employes in the Farmington Public Library,
which is immediately south of the supermarket,
failed to hear any noise from the crash and were
unaware of what happened next door until another
library employe phoned in the news.

The impact of the crash broke all the glass
windows in the building. There was glass and
debris seen near the store but nothing had been
thrown onto Farmington Road.

Farmington police called Motor Crane at
Eight Mile and Lahser in Southfield to furnish a
c{ane to remove the wrecked plane from the
store.

AT PRESS TIME, Byrnes said he was sure
there was no one lodged underneath the plane.

The city had sent all its police cars to the
scene and Farmington Township dispatched five
squad cars. Also present were State Police and
about four fire trucks from city and township
departments.

An hour after the crash, police were still
digging through debris to make certain there were
no persons remaining inside and were still trying
to keep in hand the leaking gasoline,

By 9:30 p.m. the threat of fire or explosions
had ended, and police were assured all injured
persons had been found,

Description of the injuries and cause of the
crash were unknown at press time. It is known the
plane had gasoline and so it suspected an engine
failure caused the crash. .

One report was heard that the plane had been
last inspected in March.
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Investigation continues
into fatal mid-air crash
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VAT writer
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Probe continues
into mid-air crash

Continued from Page 3

about eight seconds after the first
plane crashed. “T thought It hit the
freeway,” be sald.

What looked like white smoke
surrounding the twin-eogine plane
turped out to be more than 300,000
federal reserve checks, a “Dig
whne stream of them,” said Vorva,

that he can't lmagine bow
tbe pilots couldn't have seen each
other.

Police said some checks were
scattered as far as Ann Arbor Road
east of Sheldon.

Vorva ran (o the crash sile Lo see
if be could be of belp. “But- knew
0o ope would be alive; It was all
over cxcept for the screaming and
hollering.” 3

mmmatbedwceo-
gioe plane was emply. Officers
found the bodies of Guon
and Nix about
about 200 yards from their plane.

Yorva then weat (o the site of the

2

nmbly,a.nd!lnewml was where
the pilot would be. There was just a
plle of flesh.

‘“T've seen some nasty car and

%
i
-

— adding

yards apart,

this wouldn't be known until the in-
vesligation Is finished — possibly
as early as Friday.

Tbe skies over rural Plymouth
Township were “as clear as a bell”
when the two small planes collided,
said Heimbaugh.

“They were exaclly where they
were supposed Lo be,” he said of
Gunn and Nix, flying in the siogle
engine Piper Cherokee. Nix was
training to earn an advanced li-
cense forf foul-weather and instro-
meat flying.

“Both of them were professional
pilots, very experleoced pllot.s %
Helmbaugh sald. ) .

LARRY MOCARTNEY, a Feder-
al Aviation Administration opera
tions supervisor in Detroit, decun
‘ed to speculate oo why the crash
could have occurred at a lime
when conditions were clear.

“1 don't know of a good reason to
give for that bappening,” he sald.

By the FAA's preliminary inves-
tigaton Into the crash, McCartoey
sald, “We think the Aerostar Jeft
Detroit City (Alrport) at approxi-
mately 9:30 (a.m.) “The Cherokee

“left at about the same time,” be
sald, from Meltetal Alrport in Can-
ton.

He described the {win eogine
Piper Aerostar, piloted by Starr, as
;twict as fast” as the Plper Chero-

ee

DOUB SAID lhe remalm ol the
two alrcraft were (o be moved to a
hangar at Metletal Alrport by late
Tuesday, to examine evidence.

the men, the machines and the en-
vironment,” he said.
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Airplane crash investigation
could be up in air for months

v M.B. Dirox

TAWY

Natwonal Transportation Safety
Boand repreacntatives savestigating
he slrplane crmh in northern
Michigan that hilled Livenis plot
Rebest Lee Shizley, Tamars Bebiry,
34, of Plymsouth Township, and her
2 year old san Rernten Perry say it
will take sux to nine months to
determine the cause of the crash.
A autegay on Shirley, 67, wm
incompiete, spd NTSB air sefery
imvestigator Beb Vallaster could

net say whether 1he pilot may have

wiffered o heart ptrach  — '
It also wasnt Wmown whether &
wechamesl malfuaction may Mave
sdrurred. Bet Vallaster sedd evie
dence st the site revealed "o me-
clpamical discrepancies, other than
canaiderable plane damage.”
Pilats wha flew with Shirley out
of Canton's Mettetal Aizport said
the Coxsna 172 he was flying was in
pood workingander
The fowr seater was ane of seversl
planes owaed by the Metietal
based Safety Flyiag Clab to which
Shiciey belonged, ssad Linania pidet
Tem Rants. x
“The club’s plane Bad nothisg
mechanically weong They warr in
A1 shage. as far o | Roew,” said
Razta

Pilot in good health
Shisley tad »o kecwn bhealth

pecblesss, Ranta added R
““He was in good heahth. | under.

Grayhng fee mulitary traimeng.

No fuel smell

Major Jerry Foehl, public affairs
eficer st Camp Grayhing, said rer
cwers who reached the wite five days
after the crash did not netice any
strong odir of ol surtounding the
weeckage, distribated over 400 feel
of yackpines

“Not neticing fuel s probably
pormal, It would have evapeeated,

ot maybe there waan'y much. If ) -
“were to wpeculate, 1 think 0 ew

fuel) may have played a part an the
whale thing,”~ said Feedl

Vollastes said plane damage was
¥o severe W was impessible to deter
mine bow moch fuel remained in
the tashs No radio communicetion
ot distress calls were received fram
the Cenana.

“Both tanks were sabstantially
epened up. Puel lines ofl over the
siscralt weee weenched apart as the
sircealt Leoke up,” seidd Vallaster,
Shirley and Behisy, who were flying
10 Masistique in the Upper Penin-
suls to surprise Bediry's fathes,
planned to sefuel in Pellaten, but
perhaps chasged theie minds and
decided to refoel soones in Grayling
Foo¥d said That may have been the
ease, as the plane way headed south
when it crashod ender power.

Vallaster alto hesrd  movouers
(At Manistique was the ultimate
destination. “1 alo heand Pellaton
was the intended refueling stop.
Hut they never got 4 far as what
might have Been an intermediete
slep

2 dled on Impact
Foehl said 5t appears both adults

— found sti] strapped Inte” 1he

front seats in & what Bittle cemaindd
of 122 caliin <= died upon lepact

It's thowght thet Behlry's son
vorvived the Impact, “Tt's real spee-
wiative, but implicatisns would a.
dicate to me the boy was Joote frem
the aircralt and pechably did act
die ca He had no visible in-
Jurtes, with the exception of an in.
dentatisn on one side fo B thigh,
which might bave indicated & bro.
ken bone”

The boy, who was dead whea the
wreckage way found  Saturday,
coul have died of dehydration, oz
posere or Inteenal injuries.

Foehl sald he'd Jearsed of no
problems conternlag® Shitley's

health e Nying abalities. “For & pes-
son i gl cendicion. 67 is not
preg

The wrechage indicared the plane
hit haadd, onder power. re’s no
duoln abowt thar,” seed Foehl “I
didn't cruiee to w stop. The engine
ool Lattery wee progelled shous 50
yords [ this time, (e aincraft had
come sgart, hiuting the first teve
Then from there. the rest of the air
ceaft hunched up o rolled up ™

The crash lcaion wes fisst ob:
serves] by 8 cnidian gillot who 1a.
diced Camp Grayling after flying’
over the remete ares, s Foehl
“He was sl aitborn when he
called wur eperations people. We
had an aircralt 1hat led the rescuers
inta the site by delicopeer.”

Neeth Flight Ambulance workers,
DNR officials and Cranford County
sheralls deputies were ahle to drive |
to within 300 yards of the the site in
Feedene Towmhip on two-track
roads.

Final word en the capse of the
cemph willl ceme from the Washing-
ton basedd NTSH Boasd, said Val.
laster. “Techmeally, they asc the
only enes emguarred 16 determine

peolahle cause”™

Somber mood

The meod at Mettetel i sember
thes week, sodd Ranta, who chetted
with Shirley st the simpest the
Tuesday before he died,

“It kind of harts. You hbar scee.
thing lide that, and you just don't
fred bxe Mying You Med of think
ahout it for a few'dmys™

Shicley wan wéll-Yiked and velen
teered bas the with scouts interest.
edin Nying sabd Resta, sdding I'I’t"
he enjoyed many a cenversstion
with Shitley over the airpent plenic
table. '

“Ue was friendly, helpful and ol
ways talked about Mying He could
sit duan for howrs aad talk about
Nying He was retired and did a lot
of recientional fiying Fie had & lot
of friends, he alunys sald hi to ev
eryane and everyone knew Mm, |
talked to him (hat Tuesday — he
sakl he was probably gelng te go Ny
Ing bater that day ™

A teaffic analyst, Shirdey was »
membee of the Safety Flying Clob.
He was an Indians pative. Funeral
services were held im Chmles U
Step Fuseral Hetne In Redfoed with
buris) at Parkview Memoria) Ceme-
tery, Livesin



CESSNA 182H
accident during initial climb
Plymouth, Michigan
Weather: VMC, daylight
Pilot certificates: private
Instrument-rated: no
Total time: 680 hours
The commercial-pilot-rated passenger
said the takeoff was uneventful until the
airplane reached an altitude of a few
hundred feet. He stated that he heard a
loud noise that sounded like a backfire
and the engine lost power. A forced land-
ing approach was made to a small field
located in a congested industrial park.
During the approach, the left wing of the
airplane impacted a tree, The airplane
then yawed, the left wing dropped, and
the airplane impacted the terrain. Inves-
tigation revealed no evidence of a preim-
pact mechanical failure. The tempera-
ture and dew point were 53° and 52°,
respectively. According to icing proba-
bility charts, conditions were conducive
for serious carburetor icing. The carbu-
retor heat was found in the “off” position.
Aircraft damagie: destroyed
Injuries: pilot—fatal; passengers—one
serious, two minor/none
Probable cause: Carburetor ice, and
improper use of (or failure to use) the
carburetor heat. Factors related to the
accident were: carburetor icing (weath-
er) conditions, and the lack of suitable
terrain for a forced landing.

CHI94FA310 (above): Fatal September 03, 1994 1d2 Crash in Industrial Park Next to 1d2

https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev

id=20001206X02191&key=1

CHI9OFA190A: Fatal July 23, 1990 1d2 - MID-AIR COLLISION
https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev

id=20001212X23626&key=1

CHI9OFA190B: Fatal July 23, 1990 1d2 - MID_AR_COLLISION
https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsh.aviation/brief.aspx?ev

id=20001212X23626&key=2



https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20001206X02191&key=1
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20001212X23626&key=1
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20001212X23626&key=2

CHI93FA234: Fatal June 28, 1993 1d2
https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev id=20001211X12552&key=1

CEN10CA317: Helicopter MRO June 13, 2010, ‘Post-Maintenance’ Flight id2, total loss of engine
power about 2 miles northeast of 1d2, the departure airport
https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20100614X12040&key=1

CEN11FA431: 2 Fatal June 29, 2011 Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) (Thorp T-18) 1d2
https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev id=20110629X23512&key=1

2 die as Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) plane crashes into house in SE Michigan
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2011/06/2 die as plane crashes into ho.html
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Canton Man Who Flew Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) Remembered by Fellow Pilots


https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20001211X12552&key=1
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20100614X12040&key=1
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20110629X23512&key=1
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2011/06/2_die_as_plane_crashes_into_ho.html

http://patch.com/michigan/plymouth-mi/canton-man-remembered-by-fellow-pilots

UPDATED: Names of Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) Plane Crash Victims Released
http://patch.com/michigan/plymouth-mi/plane-crash-kills-two

Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) Thorp T-18 Mutual Aid Society - N18AL Accident Report
http://thorp18.com/forum/topic.asp?TOPIC ID=6698
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$1 44 million awarded in lawsuit

A lawsuit sparked by a small plane
collision in 1990 over Plymouth
Township has resulted in a $1.44 mil-
lion jury award for the family of one
crash victims.

A Wayne county circuit court jury
on Nov. 12 ruled in favor of the family

S| A settlement has been reached in a lawsuit filed in the
b wake of a two-plane collision over Plymouth Township
that killed three persons. Oneofthephneshnduken

The suit followed the July 23 colli-
sion of the plane occupied by Gunn,
65, and Charles Nix, 55, of Detroit,
with a second airplane piloted by
Daniel Starr of Cedar Springs. All
three men died in the crash.

Roger Wolcott, who represented
Gunn's family, said the jury agreed
with a National Transportation Safe-

Armed Services Inc. airplane piloted
by Starr violated federal regulations
b\ overtaking the aircraft occupied by
Gunn and Nix.

In the suit, Wolcott claimed negli-
gence on the part of Federal Armed
Services.

Scott Torpey, attorney for Federal
Armed Services, said he would file an
appeal before the state Court of
Appeals “within the next month or
two."”

“The jury deliberated for four days,
it was obviously a close decision,” he
said.

The collision happened at 9:30 a.m.

and west of Beck.

While the main wreckage of each
airplane was separated by several
hundred yards, debris was scattered
over a two-mile area.

According to the NTSB, the crash
hnppened when Starr, in & twin-en-
gine Piper Aerostar, tried to overtake
the single-engine Piper Cherokee
flown by Nix.

Starr was flying the aircraft from
Detroit City Airport to Benton Har-
bor, transporting a load of canceled
checks.

Nix and Gunn, a flight instructor,
were on & training flight that took off

of Robert Gunn. ty Board finding that the Federal on a cloudless day just south of M-14

=

Dangerous, Embarrassing, and Costly Helicopter MRO Debacle

McMAHON HELICOPTER SERVICES, INC. v. U.S. (E.D.Mich. 5-29-2007), Case No. 04-74133. (E.D.

Mich. May. 29, 2007) | Casetext [Helicopter MRO Sikorsky S-58JT, registration: N598S]
https://casetext.com/case/mcmahon-helicopter-services-2

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN SOUTHERN DIVISION,
McMAHON HELICOPTER SERVICES, INC. v. U.S. (E.D.Mich. 5-29-2007), Case No. 04-74133. (E.D.

Mich. May. 29, 2007) (complete pdf) [Helicopter MRO Sikorsky S-58IT, registration: N598S]
https://www.mied.uscourts.gov/PDFFlles/04-74133.pdf

CHIO4LA047 [Helicopter MRO, December 22, 2003, Sikorsky S-58JT, registration: N598S]
https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev id=20040202X00138&key=1

According to the fire department chief, the impact below missed the sleeping elderly couple
living there by just eight inches as shown in the next several pictures!

from Mettetal Airport in Canton


http://patch.com/michigan/plymouth-mi/canton-man-remembered-by-fellow-pilots
http://patch.com/michigan/plymouth-mi/plane-crash-kills-two
http://thorp18.com/forum/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=6698
https://casetext.com/case/mcmahon-helicopter-services-2
https://www.mied.uscourts.gov/PDFFIles/04-74133.pdf
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/brief.aspx?ev_id=20040202X00138&key=1










plane crash




Tuesday February 28, 2017 - Former mayor killed in small Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB)
plane crash show sticking out of the top of the condo here



http://www.bostonherald.com/news/local_coverage/2017/02/former_mayor_of_newburyport_killed_in_small_plane_crash_in_methuen

Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) airplane sticking out condo roof
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More shots of Experi ateur Built>(E-AB) airplane sticking out condo roof
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b
Burned interior of condo showing Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) airplane crash impact



crane lifting the wrecked small Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) plane crash aircraft out of
the roof of the condominium
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crane lifting the wrecked small Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) plane crash aircraft out of
the roof of the condominium

what’s left of the small Experimental Amateur Built (E-AB) plane crash lifted on to a flatbed
trailer

Monday February 27, 2017 - Plane Crash into Home That Leaves 3 Dead, 2 Critically Injured
(1) surveillance Video shows plane crash into Riverside homes - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhQG02aAJ34
sad, horrible, actual crash impact

(2) REAL FOOTAGE: Plane Crash into house in Riverside, California | Feb 27, 2017 - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=exu6ToWgbLw
real footage seconds after crash

(3) CBSLA.com https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpohKSAbMTE
initial report

(4) New Details About Riverside Plane Crash That Leaves 3 Dead, 2 Critically Injured - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym6viIbm6VEA
updated report



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhQGO2aAJ34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=exu6ToWqbLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpohKSAbMTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ym6vIbm6VEA







Initial Facebook posting of Surveillance Video showing fatal crash impact
https://www.facebook.com/fox11la/videos/10158309797575553/
Seconds after fatal crash . . .
https://www.instagram.com/p/BRCaVqg5F17y/

Violent crash through the roof in the back of the home.



https://www.facebook.com/fox11la/videos/10158309797575553/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BRCaVq5F17y/

Close-up of gaping hole from helicopter crash directly into the home

Smashing out the front door area




The totaled helicopter being raised off the neighbors front yard.



Completely destroyed helicopter being lowered on trailer
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NTSB Batch Brief for CHIO8FA293 — Helicopter Crashes into Home
http://www.asias.faa.gov/pls/apex/f?p=100:17:0::NO::AP BRIEF RPT VAR:CHIO8FA293

NTSB Aviation Results for CHIO8FA293 — Helicopter Crashes into Home
https://www.ntsb.gov/ layouts/ntsb.aviation/Results.aspx?queryld=58c54c6b-c087-4f8d-b582-
57dd050d10df

Helicopter Crashes Through Home - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I111DZ6fldk

Helicopter Home Crash - YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alQlzgl7ths
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see original newspaper clippings and other files regarding the fatal crashes at 1d2 that provide
better readability.

Please Donate to Close 1d2 Canton-Plymouth Mettetal Airport! Thank you very much!

More information and details will be added continually, please check back for updates . . .


http://www.asias.faa.gov/pls/apex/f?p=100:17:0::NO::AP_BRIEF_RPT_VAR:CHI08FA293
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/Results.aspx?queryId=58c54c6b-c087-4f8d-b582-57dd050d10df
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/Results.aspx?queryId=58c54c6b-c087-4f8d-b582-57dd050d10df
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lll1DZ6fJdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alQ1zgI7ths
https://close1d2.org/timeline/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_donations&business=76GWE4LTSMP8C&lc=US&item_name=Close1D2%2eorg%20%2d%20Close%201D2%20Mettetal%20Airport&currency_code=USD&bn=PP%2dDonationsBF%3abtn_donateCC_LG%2egif%3aNonHosted

